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Recapturing Eden Lesson 7

Together, “Rule over” not, “Be ruled by”
How to use our resources to the glory of God

 I. Establish a Biblical perspective on finances.
 1. “Money is simply a vehicle for acquiring that which we have determined to be our greatest values 

in life.”

 2. Money is not the ultimate issue as much as the condition of our heart. 

 “What really matters is not how much I have, but my attitude towards what I have.”  
  —Richard Swenson in Margin

 II. Biblical money principles
But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 
out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For 
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. —1 Timothy 6:6–10
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them 
to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure 
for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  
 —1 Timothy 6:17–19

 1. All we have is a gift from God.  It is all His.  We are merely “stewards.”
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” —Psalm 24:1
Steward:  A person morally responsible for the careful use of money, time, talent or resources, especially 
with respect to the principles and needs of a community or group.

 2. Our contentment is not to be found in “things.”
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  
 —Philippians 4:12

 3. There is nothing inherently wrong with being “rich.”

 One rich man provided a tomb for Jesus’ burial; one walked away from Jesus and “kept” his 
wealth.
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 III. The pursuit of wealth has an addictive quality.
 1. “That for which I long becomes that to which I belong.” —Richard Swenson in Margin

 2. Our hope is not to be in what we possess, but in God.

 3. Avoid “what if” living.

 IV. The wise use of money brings freedom and life.
 1. God is the one who “provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  He is not poor, boring, or 

stingy.  God is extravagant!  Don’t miss this with your kids.  Remember the wedding at Cana?

 2. We are to be generous with our money.  

	 3.	 Generosity	means	we	give	beyond	a	tithe;	it	involves	sacrifice.

 V. Establish financial priorities.
 1. Give back to God.  Suggested minimum: 10%

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of your crop.” —Proverbs 3:9
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” —Malachi 3:10

 2. Save for the future.  Suggested: 10%
In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.   
 —Proverbs 21:20

 3. Pay your bills.
Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, 
then respect; if honor, then honor.  Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 
love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. —Romans 13:7–8 

 4. Use discretionary money wisely to further Kingdom values in your family, for others, and around 
the world.
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 VI. Specific financial applications:

	 1.	 Impulsiveness	versus	self-control	with	respect	to	finances

 2. Good stewardship of things—take care of what you already have

	 3.	 Worth/significance/acceptance	and	finances

 4. “Value exchange” 

 5. The difference between needs and wants
  Wants:

  Needs:

	 6.	 The	truth	about	your	family	finances:	“We	can’t	afford	it”	is	not	always	true,	nor	the	core	issue.

“If it doesn’t breathe, it doesn’t matter.”

Helpful Resources

The 24-hour Christian, Earl Palmer.
Margin, Richard Swenson.
Money Matters for Teens, Larry Burkett and Marine Wooding.
The Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn.
Raising Money-Smart Kids, Ron Blue and Judy Blue.

See also: www.family.org has articles on teaching kids about money; 
or anything by Ron Blue or Larry Burkett
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Group Questions

 1. Describe the role money played in your family of origin.  Was there plenty, or want?  Who 
controlled the purse strings? How generous was your family with money?

 2. What are some of the ways that you see money causing tension in marriages today?

	 3.	 How	would	you	differentiate	between	“needs”	and	“wants”	in	the	area	of	finances?

	 4.	 What	have	you	observed	about	the	relationship	between	finances	and	contentedness	in	
families?

 5. What are some things you have done to manage money in your marriage instead of letting 
money manage you? 

Questions for Couples

	 1.	 How	have	your	finances	been	used	to	bring	joy	to	your	marriage?

	 2.	 How	have	finances	contributed	to	tension	in	your	marriage?

 3. Each of you (without help from the other) state what you could do to help create a healthier 
financial	situation	in	your	marriage.

 4. What two practical steps could you take this week to help this area of your marriage?


