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The FaTher’s hearT Lesson 5

Confidence in the Father’s Character

Imitators . . . as Beloved Children

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. —Ephesians 5:1–2

 I. We are to imitate God’s love for us as we love our children.
We are to live lives of sacrificial love

“The Lord your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your 
very eyes,  and in the desert.  There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his 
son, all the way you went until you reached this place.” —Deuteronomy 1:30–31

 1. “Fighting” for our children: protecting them from harm

 2. “Carrying” our children when they are not able to “walk on their own”

 3. Putting their interests and well-being ahead of our own 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us 
 — Romans 5:6–8
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 II. Our children’s view of God as father is largely shaped by how we parent.
 1. God as a compassionate parent

As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him . . .  
 —Psalm 103:13

 2. God as a parent who disciplines

. . . the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. —Proverbs 3:12

 3. God as a parent who is intimately involved in our lives

For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children . . .  
 —1 Thessalonians 2:11

 4. God as a parent who comforts us

“As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.”  
 —Isaiah 66:13

 5. God’s love for us as His children is extravagant

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. —1 John 3:1

Our children don’t need to see perfection, 
but they do need to see parents who are striving to live a life that reflects 

the Father’s love for us and who point them to His love for them.


