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The Image Refocused

Experiencing the image as designed

If in Satan’s craftiness he “blurred” the image of the unity of the Godhead by tempting 
Adam and Eve to live lives of isolation and individuality, then perhaps the road back to 

a refocused image involves partnership, serving, and cooperation.

 I. The obvious “if”

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with 
the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion . . . —Philippians 2:1

	 1.	 Because	of	who	Christ	is	to	us,	we	are	to	“reflect”	His	attitude	and	actions.

 2. We should be to our spouse what we have seen Christ be to us.

 II. The object of our Joy

. . . then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  
 —Philippians 2:2

	 1.	 Our	actions	toward	each	other	should	first	be	motivated	not	by	what	brings	joy	to	us,	but	what	
brings	joy	to	others	and	ultimately	to	Christ.

	 2.	 We	serve	each	other	first	out	of	reverence	for	Christ.		We	do	that	for	which	we	were	created	
and	that	brings	joy	to	Christ	(Ephesians	5:21).

 III. The challenge before us is to be united.

. . . then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
purpose. —Philippians 2:2

	 1.	 See	marriage	as	a	team	rather	than	an	individual	effort.

	 2.	 Have	a	common	long-range	goal	for	your	marriage.
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 IV. The solution revealed to us is to serve each other.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each 
of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. —Philippians 2:3–4

 1. In areas of gender

	 2.	 In	areas	of	temperament

	 3.	 In	areas	of	how	we	feel	most	loved

	 V.	 The	example	given	to	us	in	Christ’s	life	of	sacrifice	and	obedience	is	one	of	service.

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—
even death on a cross! —Philippians 2:5–8

	 1.	 Striving	to	understand	the	mind	of	my	mate

	 2.	 Thinking	first	about	what	is	best	for	those	I	love

 VI. The results granted us are given by God and are experienced through Him.

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. —Philippians 2:9–11

	 1.	 When	we	serve	sacrificially,	our	mate	should	“exalt”	us.

	 2.	 Serving	each	other	reflects	the	image	of	God	more	fully	and	thus	will	bring	us	individual	joy	
as well.
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Discussion Questions

 1.	 In	what	ways	does	our	culture	actually	encourage	us	to	put	our	own	interests	first?

	 2.	 How	do	our	differences	in	gender	and	temperament	make	it	more	difficult	for	us	to	put	our	
spouse’s	interests	above	our	own?

	 3.	 What	should	being	“imitators	of	Christ”	look	like	in	our	marriages?

	 4.	 How	have	you	seen	that	putting	your	spouse’s	interests	ahead	of	your	own	actually	
benefitted	you	as	well	as	your	spouse?


