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The FaTher’s hearT Lesson 2

Gifts from the Father: Belonging

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” —Matthew 3:17

 I. The importance of belonging
 1. The longing to belong

 2. Life without belonging

 3. The joy of belonging

 II. The importance of knowing to whom we belong, now and for eternity

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—  
 —John 1:12
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 III. The importance of knowing to whom we belong on earth

Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their 
clothes . . . —Numbers 14:6

  Those who know they belong have:

	 •	 Significance

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  
And that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
 —1 John 3:1

	 •	 Security

“My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand.” —John 10:29

	 •	 Solidarity

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 —Hebrews 10:19–25

•

Our children will all find a place to belong where they find 
significance, security and solidarity. 

If they do not find it first in Christ and then in their family, 
they will search for it until they find a place to belong.


