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An Image of Unity and Exclusivity

The covenant nature of marriage

Unity is the design by God and dream of couples for marriage. 
Exclusivity allows the marriage relationship to develop in safety and security.

 I. God describes the relationship of unity and exclusivity in marriage as 
  a covenant relationship.

You ask, “Why?”  It is because the Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because 
you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.  
 —Malachi 2:14

	 II.	 In	the	Trinity,	we	find	unity	among	the	diversity	of	the	Godhead.

“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me.” —John 17:20–21

	 III.	 In	the	Trinity,	we	find	exclusivity.
The Trinity is a closed circle.  There will be no other gods admitted.

You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned 
on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  I will ascend above the tops of the 
clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” —Isaiah 14:13–14

 IV. There is no tolerance of any threat to the Godhead.

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false 
prophet had been thrown.  They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. —Revelation 20:10
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 V. The marriage couplet is a closed circle.

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’?  
So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”  
 —Matthew 19:4-6

 VI. There is to be no tolerance of any threat to the marriage relationship.

”You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out 
and throw it away.  It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell.  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.  It is better for you to lose one part of 
your body than for your whole body to go into hell.” —Matthew 5:27–30

 VII. We have two covenant relationships: God and spouse.
Both are designed to be exclusive and lasting.

 1. There are to be no other gods before or besides the true God in our lives.

“You shall have no other gods before me.” —Exodus 20:3

 2. The covenant relationship is to be one of security.

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.  Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged.” —Deuteronomy 31:8

 3. Coveting challenges that unity.  Do not covet because it breeds dissatisfaction.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant 
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” —Exodus 20:17

  Don’t even look at another woman, because it spawns dissatisfaction.  Why expose yourself to 
something your mate cannot provide?
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 VIII. In the Godhead there is oneness.

“I and the Father are one.” —John 10:30

 IX. The marriage relationship is to be one of oneness.
 1. The two become one; they are no longer two.

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, 
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become 
one flesh’?  So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not 
separate.” —Matthew 19:4–6

 2. Marriage is not an addition to single life, but a paradigm shift from “mine” to “ours.”

 a) All we have is now ours, not mine.

	 b)	 I	am	not	trying	to	“find	myself”	but	to	strengthen	“ourselves.”

	 3.	 Decisions	we	make	are	through	the	grid	of	“How	does	this	affect	our	unity	and	oneness?”

 4. Out of the unity and security of oneness, we help each other grow individually.

•
As we grow as individuals and as a couple, we truly do become “better together.”
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Discussion Questions

 1. Discuss what you feel has changed from “lifelong commitment” in marriage to the “I can 
upgrade” mentality of today.

 2. In what ways does the covenant relationship in marriage contribute to a healthier, more vital 
marriage?

 3. What are the most common weapons used by Satan to attack the covenant relationship 
between God and man and between husband and wife?

 4. What has been most helpful to you in keeping your covenant marriage strong?


