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Created to Reflect His Image

Dignity and Diversity in Marriage

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
 —Genesis 1:27

	 I.	 The	original	design	for	marriage	was	that	it	was	to	be	a	reflection	of	the	Godhead.
 1. The Godhead dwells together in perfect unity. 

 2. Know what the Godhead looks like through carefully studying God’s word so we are more 
able to reflect the image clearly.

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.  
 —John 1:18

 3. God’s word is the final authority on how we are to live.

Some Pharisees came to him to test him.  They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 
and every reason?”  “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male 
and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 
and the two will become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined 
together, let man not separate.” —Matthew 19:3–6

 4. God’s word is not burdensome, but lifegiving.

This is love for God: to obey his commands.  And his commands are not burdensome . . . —1 John 5:3

 5. All our decisions are to be made in light of the question “Does this help or does it hinder us in 
our oneness?”
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In order for our marriages to more fully reflect the image of the Godhead 
we must more clearly mirror the Dignity, Deference, Diversity, and Delight of the Trinity. 

 II. Dignity

Being created in the image of God gives one dignity.  Our spouse is not simply another creation, 
but is above all the animals and all other creation.  He/she bears the very image of God.

 1. Dignity over all other creation

“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made 
man.” —Genesis 9:6

 2. Dignity of one carefully created by our Heavenly Father

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  
 —Psalm 139:13–14

	 III.	 Deference
 1. Deference to one another is a characteristic of the Godhead and should also be a characteristic 

of our marriage.

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! —Philippians 2:5–8

 2. Reflecting the image of God includes seeking to know and do that which is best for your spouse.

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink? . . . ‘  The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ “ —Matthew 25:37, 40
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 IV. Diversity
 1. Just as there is diversity in the Godhead, so there is in marriage.

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  Now to each 
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. —1 Corinthians 12:4–7

 2. God is the creator who has created and wired us each uniquely “for the common good.”

“Destruction is certain for those who argue with their Creator.  Does a clay pot ever argue with its 
maker?  Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it, saying, ‘Stop, you are doing it wrong!’  Does 
the pot exclaim, ‘How clumsy can you be!’  How terrible it would be if a newborn baby said to its father 
and mother, ‘Why was I born?  Why did you make me this way?’ “  
 —Isaiah 45:9–10 (New Living Translation)

 3. In the Godhead, each person has a role to play—yet all are equal.

 V. Delight

Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart. —Psalm 37:4

•
The design of God is that the marriage relationship

is a reflection to the world of the Godhead.  
Satan will do all he can to destroy the marriage relationship, because it most closely reflects the 

relationship we are to have with our Heavenly Father.

“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me.  May they 
be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”  
  —John 17:20–23
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Discussion Questions

 1. What aspects of being made in the image of God are most astonishing to you?

 2. Which of the areas of dignity, deference, and diversity do you feel are most challenging in 
marriages today?

 3. What practical steps have you found helpful in reflecting God’s image as a couple in the areas 
of dignity, deference, and diversity?

 4. What aspects of these three have personally brought you the most delight in your marriage?


